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Editor’s Message 
 Welcome to the Spring/Summer 2013 issue of Washington State Kappan, sponsored in 
part by the University of Washington Bothell Education Program and the Goodlad Institute for 
Educational Renewal. This issue, “Current Issues in Education: Innovations, Inquiries, and 
Insights,” explores a range of timely and relevant topics. This issue begins with a guest 
commentary by Wayne Au, who takes a critical look at the Charter Schools Initiative (I-1240), 
raising questions of governance, state funds, and the potential dangers of redefining the “public” 
in public education. 
 In the second piece, “Innovations in Improving Mathematics Instruction: One School's 
Story of Implementing Job-Embedded School-wide Professional Development,” Allison Hintz 
and colleagues describe a school-wide effort to improve math teaching and increase student 
learning through ongoing professional development. Co-written by researchers and teachers, this 
article has words of inspiration for all of us as we continue our work to improve teaching and 
learning.  
The third and fourth pieces focus on science. Carolyn Cohen and colleagues, in 
“Fostering STEM Career Awareness: Emerging Opportunities for Teachers,” describe the results 
of a study exploring STEM career interest and awareness in high school. Science teachers, they 
find, play an increasingly important role in fostering motivation among students in learning 
about STEM careers, suggesting practice and policy implications. The fourth piece brings the 
science conversation to the topic of teacher preparation. In “Re-Envisioning Teacher Preparation 
for Science in Washington State,” Chris Ohana and Matthew Miller describe the process of 
developing a new model for science teacher preparation, one that aims to prepare teachers to help 
students become powerful thinkers using sophisticated scientific reasoning. The processes these 
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authors describe have implications not only for science teacher preparation but for teachers and 
teacher educators across content areas. 
In the fifth article, “Preparing Teacher Candidates to Work with Language Learners: 
Innovations in a Literacy Methods Course,” Marsha Riddle Buly and Tracy Coskie share the 
changes they have made to a teacher preparation literacy methods and field experience course to 
better prepare candidates to support the learning of linguistically diverse students. By using a 
mini-lesson framework aligned with the Sheltered Instruction Observation Protocol (SIOP), 
teacher candidates gain experience incorporating learning support strategies into their planning 
and instruction. With increasing numbers of linguistically diverse students statewide, the insights 
of these teacher educators prove useful to educators across the state. 
Articles six and seven address the assessment of teachers. In “The Teacher Performance 
Assessment and Student Voice: Challenge for Teacher Education, Opportunity for Teaching,” 
David Carroll examines the issue of student voice and how it might be addressed in a teacher 
education program. Challenges for teacher candidates and implications for learning to teach are 
outlined in this timely article. In “CHANGE: Four Teachers’ Perspectives on TPEP,” four 
teachers (Seth Hodges, Ellen Holman, Marianne Iksic, and Duane Pitts) share their perspectives 
on the Teacher-Principal Evaluation Program, from information gathering to implementation. 
Written in reference to Bob Dylan lyrics, this piece provides a thoughtful examination of teacher 
evaluation from the viewpoints of four thoughtful practitioners. 
This open-theme issue explores timely issues and relevant topics in education from 
different points of view, reflecting the diversity of our work as educators in Washington State. 
Our next issue, with manuscripts due July 15, 2013, will explore the Common Core State 
Standards that are replacing Washington’s Essential Academic Learning Requirements. I 
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encourage teachers, teacher educators, and researchers to submit manuscripts on this crucial 
topic. Please see the full call for manuscripts on the last page of this issue. 
 
 
About the editor: 
Antony T. Smith is an Associate Professor in the Education Program at the University of 
Washington Bothell. His research focuses on content-area literacy assessment, instruction, and 
professional development. 
 
 
 
